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Dizzy Gillespie was one of the most important and best loved musicians in jazz history. With his dark
glasses, goatee, jive talk, and upraised trumpet bell, he was the hipster who most personified bebop. The
musical heir to Louis Armstrong, he created the basic jazz trumpet-playing style and dazzled aficionados and
popular audiences alike for over 50 years.
In this first full biography, Alyn Shipton covers all aspects of Dizzy's remarkable life and career, taking us
through his days as a flashy trumpet player in the swing bands of the 1930s, his innovative bebop work in the
1940s, the worldwide fame and adoration he earned through his big band tours in the 1950s, and the many
recordings and performances which defined a career that extended into the early 1990s. Along the way,
Shipton convincingly argues that Gillespie--rather than Charlie Parker as is widely believed--had the greatest
role in creating bebop, playing in key jazz groups, teaching the music to others, and helping to develop the
first original bebop repertory. Shipton traces the Gillespie-Parker relationship, starting in the bands of Earl
Hines and Billy Eckstine in the early 1940s, to their famous 1944-46 group that set the form for bebop, and
culminating in their extraordinary concert at Massey Hall in Toronto in 1953. Shipton also explores the dark
side of Dizzy's mostly sunny personal life, his womanizing, the illegitimate daughter he fathered and
supported--now a respected jazz singer in her own right--and his sometimes needless cruelty to others.
For anyone interested in jazz and one of its most innovative and appealing figures, Groovin' High
is essential reading.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

The book Groovin' High: The Life of Dizzy Gillespie make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Groovin' High: The Life of Dizzy
Gillespie to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book
Groovin' High: The Life of Dizzy Gillespie. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Mary Todd:

This Groovin' High: The Life of Dizzy Gillespie tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Groovin' High: The Life of Dizzy Gillespie can be one of
several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Groovin' High: The Life of Dizzy Gillespie giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Janice Perry:

Typically the book Groovin' High: The Life of Dizzy Gillespie has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after reading this book.

Pauline Bardwell:

The reason? Because this Groovin' High: The Life of Dizzy Gillespie is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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