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For nearly four centuries, the American South has been home to a vital literary tradition. The Literature of
the American South reconsiders southern writing from its seventeenth-century origins to its flourishing
present. Featuring the works of eighty-seven classic, contemporary, and newly recovered writers of all
genres—poetry, short fiction, drama, novels, autobiography, criticism, sermons, memoirs, journals, and
letters—this groundbreaking anthology sheds new light on the creative power of the southern imagination.
This Norton anthology represents major authors in the tradition—Poe, Douglass, Clemens, Ransom, Toomer,
Faulkner, Penn Warren, Hellman, Welty, Williams, Jarrell, McCullers, Dickey, and O'Connor. In addition,
the current, thriving state of southern literature is presented in the anthology's largest section, "The
Contemporary South: 1940-Present," with works by Dorothy Allison, Lee Smith, Yusef Komunyakaa,
Randall Kenan, and Henry Louis Gates Jr., among many others. The Literature of the American South opens
up the concept of "southern literature" across lines of color, gender, and class, embracing both urban and
agrarian cultures and bringing into the classroom the ongoing dialogues and debates over crucial questions
such as southern identity, racial justice, the image of southern womanhood, and the role of art in society.
"Vernacular Traditions," Section Four of the anthology, prints a range of texts that makes clear the powerful
presence and literary influence of singing, preaching, and storytelling—forms of expression among the most
long-lived, adaptable, and vital of the vernacular traditions of the American South. Like other Norton
anthologies, The Literature of the American South provides lively, informative period introductions, author
headnotes, annotations that are explanatory not interpretive, and selected bibliographies.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Kraus:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Literature of the
American South (Norton Anthology) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Edward Capps:

This The Literature of the American South (Norton Anthology) are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Literature of the American South (Norton
Anthology) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking
at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this The Literature of the American South (Norton Anthology) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Joseph Griego:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Literature of the American
South (Norton Anthology) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes The Literature of the American South (Norton Anthology) to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Patricia Rivera:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Literature of the American South (Norton Anthology) can



make you truly feel more interested to read.
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