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Language in Social Life is a major series which highlights the importance of language to an understanding of
issues of social and professional concern. It will be of practical relevance to all those wanting to understand
how the ways we communicate both influence and are influenced by the structures and forces of
contemporary social institutions.

In all modern societies individuals are subject to tests, whether to enter educational programs, to pass from
one level to the next or to grant certificates to practice. Yet, tests are powerful tools which are often
introduced in undemocratic and unethical ways as disciplinary tools for carrying out various policy agendas.
Tests can be detrimental to people's lives as they are capable of affecting and defining the knowledge and
behaviour of those who are being tested.

The Power of Tests applies a critical perspective of language tests by examining their uses and consequences
in education and society and by viewing tests not as isolated events but rather as embedded in social,
educational and political contexts.

The book is divided into four parts: the first part establishes the power of tests through echoing the voices of
test takers, describing the features of the power of tests, and the temptations that tests offer to bureaucrats
who use them for power and control. The second part reports on studies that provide empirical evidence
about intentions and effects of a number of large scale language tests. The third part interprets the results by
examining their consequences on education and society, arriving at a model of tests' use. The final section of
the book offers strategies for controlling and minimising the misuses of tests by introducing the notion of
Critical Language Testing which calls for the examination of the consequences and misuses of tests,
monitoring of power and pointing to their unethical uses. It also provides a comprehensive discussion of the
responsibilities of language testers, including a new Code of Ethics, as well as strategies for guarding and
protecting the rights of test takers.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Clayton:

This The Power of Tests: A Critical Perspective on the Uses of Language Tests (Language In Social Life) is
great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can
state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Power of Tests: A Critical Perspective on the Uses of Language Tests
(Language In Social Life) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

James Chapman:

This The Power of Tests: A Critical Perspective on the Uses of Language Tests (Language In Social Life) is
brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this The Power of Tests: A Critical Perspective on the Uses of Language Tests (Language
In Social Life) can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by means
of anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer.
So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition
to knowledge.

James Rodriguez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Power of Tests: A Critical Perspective on the Uses
of Language Tests (Language In Social Life) can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look
at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind
of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We need to have The Power of Tests: A Critical Perspective on the Uses of Language Tests (Language In
Social Life).

Ruth Vazquez:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Power of Tests: A Critical Perspective on



the Uses of Language Tests (Language In Social Life) to make your current reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Power of Tests: A Critical Perspective on
the Uses of Language Tests (Language In Social Life) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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