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A masterful history of Ireland’s Easter Rising told through the lives of ordinary people who forged a
revolutionary generation.

On Easter Monday, 1916, Irish rebels poured into Dublin’s streets to proclaim an independent republic.
Ireland’s long struggle for self-government had suddenly become a radical and bloody fight for
independence from Great Britain. Irish nationalists mounted a week-long insurrection, occupying public
buildings and creating mayhem before the British army regained control. The Easter Rising provided the
spark for the Irish revolution, a turning point in the violent history of Irish independence.

In this highly original history, acclaimed scholar R. F. Foster explores the human dimension of this pivotal
event. He focuses on the ordinary men and women, Yeats’s “vivid faces,” who rose “from counter or desk
among grey / Eighteenth-century houses” and took to the streets. A generation made, not born, they rejected
the inherited ways of the Church, their bourgeois families, and British rule. They found inspiration in the
ideals of socialism and feminism, in new approaches to love, art, and belief.

Drawing on fresh sources, including personal letters and diaries, Foster summons his characters to life. We
meet Rosamond Jacob, who escaped provincial Waterford for bustling Dublin. On a jaunt through the city
she might visit a modern art gallery, buy cigarettes, or read a radical feminist newspaper. She could practice
the Irish language, attend a lecture on Freud, or flirt with a man who would later be executed for his radical
activity. These became the roots of a rich life of activism in Irish and women’s causes.

Vivid Faces shows how Rosamond and her peers were galvanized to action by a vertiginous sense of
transformation: as one confided to his diary, “I am changing and things around me change.” Politics had
fused with the intimacies of love and belief, making the Rising an event not only of the streets but also of the
hearts and minds of a generation.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

Here thing why this kind of Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary Generation in Ireland, 1890-1923 are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary Generation in Ireland,
1890-1923 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary Generation in Ireland, 1890-1923. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary Generation in Ireland, 1890-1923 in e-book can be your choice.

Donald Tuel:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the publication untitled Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary Generation in Ireland, 1890-
1923 can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Audrey Spence:

This Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary Generation in Ireland, 1890-1923 is new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Vivid
Faces: The Revolutionary Generation in Ireland, 1890-1923 can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Bradley Cox:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary
Generation in Ireland, 1890-1923 to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the



feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the publication Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary Generation in Ireland, 1890-1923 can
to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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