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“Revelatory . . . one of the most briskly revealing pieces of jazz biography that |I'veread.” —Richard
Brody, The New Yorker

When Billie Holiday first stepped into arecording studio in November 1933, it marked the beginning of
what is arguably the most remarkable and influential career in twentieth-century popular music. Her voice
weathered countless shiftsin popular taste, and today new reincarnations of her continue to arrive, most
recently in the form of singers like Amy Winehouse and Adele.

Most of the writing on Holiday has focused on the tragic details of her life—her prostitution at the age of
fourteen, her heroin addiction and alcoholism, her series of abusive relationships—or tried to correct the
many fabrications of her autobiography. But Billie Holiday strips away the myths and puts her music front
and center, staying close to her artistry, her performance style, and the self she created and put on record and
onstage.

Drawing on avast amount of new material that has surfaced in the last decade, critically acclaimed jazz
writer and musician John Szwed presents not just a biography, but a meditation on Billie Holiday’ s art and
itsrelation to her life. Along the way, he illuminates her influences, her uncanny voice and rhythmic genius,
her signature songs—including Srange Fruit and God Bless the Child—and her enduring legacy as the
greatest jazz singer of all time.
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From reader reviews:
L ouise Wax:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
abook? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will require this Billie Holiday: The Musician and the Myth.

Mark Clark:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Billie Holiday: The Musician and the Myth. Y ou can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant the book Billie
Holiday: The Musician and the Myth. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, we are able to open abook or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

DaleBurt:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual ? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
guestion mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it iscorrect. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific Billie Holiday:
The Musician and the Myth to read.

Jerold Niemi:

The particular book Billie Holiday: The Musician and the Myth has alot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdouga makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this book.
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