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In May 2008, the Coptic Orthodox Centre in Stevenage, UK organised a conference on Coptic Culture: Past,
Present, and Future. The conference aimed to highlight the contributions and achievements of one of the
most obscure periods of Egyptian history: the Coptic Period. The importance of this period lies in its
valuable contributions to some of the most formative theological debates of Christianity. Strictly defined as a
Late Antique culture, spanning only the third to the seventh centuries AD, the heritage of the Coptic Period
still survives today in the artistic expression, liturgical services, and heritage of millions of Egyptian
Christians who live in Egypt and abroad. This period's lasting contributions, however, remain
underappreciated and many of its aspects remain unclear or unknown to the general public. For the first time,
the conference at the Coptic Centre brought together specialists working on all aspects of Coptic culture,
from its earliest phases to the present day. One of the aims of the conference was to highlight new research
on Coptic art, writings, and archaeology. By bringing together specialists, academics and Coptic clergy, the
conference fostered an active discussion of what defined Coptic identity in centuries past and what it means
to be Coptic in contemporary culture, both in Egypt and abroad. It is important that we draw on, understand,
and appreciate the rich cultural heritage of this period as we look to our past to inform our present and define
our future. The conference drew scholars from Australia, Canada, Egypt, France, Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and the USA. Their papers were organised along 5 general thematic
blocks that dealt with (1) The Egyptian roots of Coptic culture; (2) How do we know what we know:
Archaeological Sites and Museum Collections; (3) Aspects of Early and Medieval Coptic Culture: Case
Studies; (4) Current Trends in Coptic Studies; and (5) Coptic Culture Today and where it's heading. This
volume contains their contributions.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Coptic Culture: Past, Present and Future. Try to face the book Coptic
Culture: Past, Present and Future as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Shawn Calvin:

The book with title Coptic Culture: Past, Present and Future posesses a lot of information that you can study
it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Cathie Moss:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Coptic Culture: Past, Present and Future was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Coptic Culture: Past, Present and
Future has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that will.

Rosemary Lilly:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Coptic Culture: Past, Present and Future to
make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Coptic Culture: Past, Present and Future can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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