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Since the earliest days of colonial America, the relationship between cotton and the African-American
experience has been central to the history of the republic. America's most serious social tragedy, slavery and
its legacy, spread only where cotton could be grown. Both before and after the Civil War, blacks were
assigned to the cotton fields while a pervasive racial animosity and fear of a black migratory invasion caused
white Northerners to contain blacks in the South.

Gene Dattel's pioneering study explores the historical roots of these most central social issues. In telling
detail Mr. Dattel shows why the vastly underappreciated story of cotton is a key to understanding America's
rise to economic power. When cotton production exploded to satiate the nineteenth-century textile industry's
enormous appetite, it became the first truly complex global business and thereby a major driving force in
U.S. territorial expansion and sectional economic integration. It propelled New York City to commercial
preeminence and fostered independent trade between Europe and the United States, providing export capital
for the new nation to gain its financial "sea legs" in the world economy. Without slave-produced cotton, the
South could never have initiated the Civil War, America's bloodiest conflict at home.

Mr. Dattel's skillful historical analysis identifies the commercial forces that cotton unleashed and the
pervasive nature of racial antipathy it produced. This is a story that has never been told in quite the same way
before, related here with the authority of a historian with a profound knowledge of the history of
international finance. With 23 black-and-white illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Caceres:

The book Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic
Power? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Cotton and Race in the
Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power has simple shape however you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Aurelio Ashley:

This book untitled Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this guide from your list.

Charlotte Lee:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The
Human Costs of Economic Power was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Kathe Waller:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The
Human Costs of Economic Power to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human
Costs of Economic Power can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of the time.
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