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A half-century after its translation into English, Erich Auerbach's Mimesis still stands as a monumental
achievement in literary criticism. A brilliant display of erudition, wit, and wisdom, his exploration of how
great European writers from Homer to Virginia Woolf depicted reality has taught generations how to read
Western literature. This new expanded edition includes a substantial essay in introduction by Edward Said as
well as an essay, never before translated into English, in which Auerbach responds to his critics.

A German Jew, Auerbach was forced out of his professorship at the University of Marburg in 1935. He left
for Turkey, where he taught at the state university in Istanbul. There he wrote Mimesis, publishing it in
German after the end of the war. Displaced as he was, Auerbach produced a work of great erudition that
contains no footnotes, basing his arguments instead on searching, illuminating readings of key passages from
his primary texts. His aim was to show how from antiquity to the twentieth century literature progressed
toward ever more naturalistic and democratic forms of representation. This essentially optimistic view of
European history now appears as a defensive--and impassioned--response to the inhumanity he saw in the
Third Reich. Ranging over works in Greek, Latin, Spanish, French, Italian, German, and English, Auerbach
used his remarkable skills in philology and comparative literature to refute any narrow form of nationalism
or chauvinism, in his own day and ours.

For many readers, both inside and outside the academy, Mimesis is among the finest works of literary
criticism ever written.
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From reader reviews:

Anderson Austin:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Mimesis: The
Representation of Reality in Western Literature to read.

Irene Forrest:

Here thing why this kind of Mimesis: The Representation of Reality in Western Literature are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Mimesis: The Representation of Reality in Western Literature
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Mimesis: The Representation of Reality in Western Literature. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Mimesis: The Representation of
Reality in Western Literature in e-book can be your alternative.

Donald White:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Mimesis: The Representation of Reality in Western Literature
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Stephany Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Mimesis: The



Representation of Reality in Western Literature.
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