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This remarkable work offers a fresh approach to a freedom that is often taken for granted in the United
States, yet is one of the strongest and proudest elements of American culture: religious freedom. In this
compellingly written, distinctively personal book, Judge John T. Noonan asserts that freedom of religion, as
James Madison conceived it, is an American invention previously unknown to any nation on earth. The
Lustre of Our Country demonstrates how the idea of religious liberty is central to the American experience
and to American influence around the world.

Noonan's original book is a history of the idea of religious liberty and its relationship with the law. He begins
with an intellectual autobiography, describing his own religious and legal training. After setting the stage
with autobiography, Noonan turns to history, with each chapter written in a new voice. One chapter takes the
form of a catechism (questions and answers), presenting the history of the idea of religious freedom in
Christianity and the American colonies. Another chapter on James Madison argues that Madison's support of
religious freedom was not purely secular but rather the outcome of his own religious beliefs. A fictional
sister of Alexis de Toqueville writes, contrary to her brother's work, that the U.S. government is very closely
tied to religion. Other chapters offer straightforward considerations of constitutional law.

Throughout the book, Noonan shows how the free exercise of religion led to profound changes in American
law—he discusses abolition, temperance, and civil rights—and how the legal notion of religious liberty
influenced revolutionary France, Japan, and Russia, as well as the Catholic Church during Vatican II. The
Lustre of Our Country is a celebration of religious freedom—a personal and profound statement on what the
author considers America's greatest moral contribution to the world.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Lustre of Our Country: The American Experience of Religious
Freedom it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book provides high quality.

William Herold:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be The
Lustre of Our Country: The American Experience of Religious Freedom.

Jane Kim:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Lustre of Our Country: The American
Experience of Religious Freedom e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The
Lustre of Our Country: The American Experience of Religious Freedom as good book not simply by the
cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Donna Nichols:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Lustre of Our Country: The
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