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"But sometimes when I wake in the grey morning, and between waking and sleeping, think of all those
things that I must shut out from my sleeping and waking thoughts, I wonder was I right or was he? Was he
mad, or was I idiotically incredulous? For--and it is this thing that haunts me--when I found them dead
together in the vault, she had been buried five weeks. But the body that lay in John Hurst's arms, among the
mouldering coffins of the Hursts of Hurstcote, was perfect and beautiful as when he first clasped her to his
arms, a bride."
E. Nesbit's "The Hursts of Hurstcote" is only one of the many stories found in The Oxford Book of Gothic
Tales, the first anthology of this spinetingling genre. Though Gothic fiction has generally been identified
with Walpole's"Castle of Otranto" and the works of Ann Radcliffe, these thirty-seven selections compiled by
Chris Baldick provide a unique look at the genre's development into its present-day forms. We see standard
gothic elements of incest, murder, and greed in "The Poisoner of Montremos," a late eighteenth-century story
by Richard Cumberland. We find in Poe's "The Fall of the House of Usher" the tale that set a new standard
of decadence for Gothic stories. In Hawthorne's "Rappacini's Daughter," a young girl is raised on the very
essence of poison. In Faulkner's "A Rose for Emily," a woman's death satisfies a neighborhood's curiosity
with a bizarre discovery. In other tales, a ghost reveals his sin of parricide, madness drives a man to
murder,and a young girl spends her lifetime locked in a single room. All these stories and more contain the
common elements of the gothic tale: a warped sense of time, a claustrophobic setting, a link to archaic modes
of thought, dynastic corruption, and the impression of a descent into disintegration. Yet they also reveal the
progression of the genre from stories of feudal villains amid crumbling ruins to a greater level of
sophistication in which writers brought the gothic tale out of its medieval setting, and placed it in the
contemporary world.
Bringing together the work of such writers as Robert Louis Stevenson, Eudora Welty, Thomas Hardy, Edgar
Allan Poe, William Faulkner, Isak Dinesen, Arthur Conan Doyle, Joyce Carol Oates, Jorge Luis Borges,
Eudora Welty, Patrick McGrath, and Isabel Allende, The Oxford Book of Gothic Tales presents a wide array
of the sinister and unsettling for all lovers of ghost stories, fantasy, and horror.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book The Oxford Book of Gothic Tales it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

James Marcus:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Oxford Book of Gothic
Tales which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Chad Brown:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Oxford Book of Gothic Tales can be
the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

William Kozak:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Oxford Book of Gothic Tales was filled regarding science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve.
In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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