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The vital place of literature and the figure of the writer in Russian society and history have been extensively
studied, but their role in the evolution of psychiatry is less well known. In Diagnosing Literary Genius: A
Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930, Irina Sirotkina explores the transformations of Russian
psychiatric practice through its relationship to literature. During this period, psychiatrists began to view
literature as both an indicator of the nation's mental health and an integral part of its well-being. By aligning
themselves with writers, psychiatrists argued that the aim of their science was not dissimilar to the literary
project of exploring the human soul and reflecting on the psychological ailments of the age.

Through the writing of pathographies (medical biographies), psychiatrists strengthened their social standing,
debated political issues under the guise of literary criticism, and asserted moral as well as professional
claims. By examining the psychiatric engagement with the works of Fyodor Dostoevsky, Nikolai Gogol, Leo
Tolstoy, and the decadents and revolutionaries, Sirotkina provides a rich account of Russia's medical and
literary history during this turbulent revolutionary period.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Holmes:

This book untitled Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930
(Medicine and Culture) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or
you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements
to past this reserve from your list.

Melvin Hayes:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Diagnosing
Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture).

Cindi Russell:

This Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and
Culture) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan
word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry
in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt which?

Krystal Sutherland:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list will be Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in
Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get



you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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