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The birth of photography coincided with the expansion of European imperialism in the Middle East, and
some of the medium's earliest images are Orientalist pictures taken by Europeans in such places as Cairo and
Jerusalem—photographs that have long shaped and distorted the Western visual imagination of the region.
But the Middle East had many of its own photographers, collectors, and patrons. In this book, Stephen
Sheehi presents a groundbreaking new account of early photography in the Arab world.

The Arab Imago concentrates primarily on studio portraits by Arab and Armenian photographers in the late
Ottoman Empire. Examining previously known studios such as Abdullah Frères, Pascal Sébah, Garabed
Krikorian, and Khalil Raad, the book also provides the first account of other pioneers such as Georges and
Louis Saboungi, the Kova Brothers, Muhammad Sadiq Bey, and Ibrahim Rif'at Pasha—as well as the first
detailed look at early photographs of the annual pilgrimage to Mecca. In addition, the book explores
indigenous photography manuals and albums, newspapers, scientific journals, and fiction.

Featuring extensive previously unpublished images, The Arab Imago shows how native photography played
an essential role in the creation of modern Arab societies in Egypt, Palestine, Syria, and Lebanon before the
First World War. At the same time, the book overturns Eurocentric and Orientalist understandings of
indigenous photography and challenges previous histories of the medium.
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From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Arab Imago: A Social History
of Portrait Photography, 1860-1910 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Arab Imago: A Social History of Portrait
Photography, 1860-1910 become your own starter.

David Eaton:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Arab Imago: A Social History of Portrait Photography,
1860-1910 why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Virgie Tauber:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Arab Imago: A Social History of Portrait Photography, 1860-1910 offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Jonathan Leake:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Arab Imago: A Social History of Portrait
Photography, 1860-1910 or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Arab Imago: A Social History of Portrait Photography, 1860-1910



to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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