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A Touch of Blossom considers John Singer Sargent in the context of nineteenth-century botany, gynecology,
literature, and visual culture and argues that the artist mobilized ideas of cross-fertilization and the
hermaphroditic sexuality of flowers in his work to “naturalize” sexual inversion. In conceiving of his
painting as an act of hand-pollination, Sargent was elaborating both a period poetics of homosexuality and a
new sense of subjectivity, anticipating certain aspects of artistic modernism.

Assembling evidence from diverse realms—visual culture (cartoons, greeting cards, costume design),
medicine and botany (treatises and their illustrations), literature, letters, lexicography, and the visual
arts—this book situates the metaphors that structure Sargent’s paintings in a broad cultural context. It offers
in-depth readings of particular paintings and analyzes related projects undertaken by Sargent’s friends in the
field of painting and in other disciplines, such as gynecology and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Hernandez:

The book A Touch of Blossom: John Singer Sargent and the Queer Flora of Fin-de-Siècle Art can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book A Touch of Blossom: John Singer Sargent and the Queer Flora of Fin-de-Siècle Art?
Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A Touch of Blossom:
John Singer Sargent and the Queer Flora of Fin-de-Siècle Art has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Rita Lattimore:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying A Touch of Blossom: John
Singer Sargent and the Queer Flora of Fin-de-Siècle Art that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick A Touch of Blossom: John
Singer Sargent and the Queer Flora of Fin-de-Siècle Art become your own starter.

Kenneth Copeland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Touch of Blossom: John Singer
Sargent and the Queer Flora of Fin-de-Siècle Art book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt A
Touch of Blossom: John Singer Sargent and the Queer Flora of Fin-de-Siècle Art as good book but not only
by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include,
so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

John Bonilla:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their hobby.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful images on



there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this A Touch of Blossom: John Singer Sargent and the Queer Flora of Fin-de-Siècle
Art can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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