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Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America describes, illustrates, and offers nondogmatic
interpretations of rituals and beliefs in Archaic America. In compiling a wealth of detailed entries, author
Cheryl Claassen has created both an exhaustive reference as well as an opening into new archaeological
taxonomies, connections, and understandings of Native American culture.
 
The material is presented in an introductory essay about Archaic rituals followed by two sections of entries
that incorporate reports and articles discussing archaeological sites; studies of relevant practices of ritual and
belief; data related to geologic features, artifact attributes, and burial settings; ethnographies; and pilgrimages
to specific sites. Claassen’s work focuses on the American Archaic period (marked by the end of the Ice Age
approximately 11,000 years ago) and a geographic area bounded by the edge of the Great Plains,
Newfoundland, and southern Florida. This period and region share specific beliefs and practices such as
human sacrifice, dirt mound burial, and oyster shell middens.
 
This interpretive guide serves as a platform for new interpretations and theories on this period. For example,
Claassen connects rituals to topographic features and posits the Pleistocene-Holocene transition as a major
stimulus to Archaic beliefs. She also expands the interpretation of existing data previously understood in
economic or environmental terms to include how this same data may also reveal spiritual and symbolic
practices. Similarly, Claassen interprets Archaic culture in terms of human agency and social constraint,
bringing ritual acts into focus as drivers of social transformation and ethnogenesis.
 
Richly annotated and cross-referenced for ease of use, Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America
will benefit scholars and students of archaeology and Native American culture. Claassen’s overview of the
archaeological record should encourage the development of original archaeological and historical
connections and patterns. Such an approach, Claassen suggests, may reveal patterns of influence extending
from early eastern Americans to the Aztec and Maya.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Graves:

The book Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An Interpretive Guide gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An Interpretive Guide to be your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a reserve Beliefs and Rituals in
Archaic Eastern North America: An Interpretive Guide. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Daniele Vaugh:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do
which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this particular Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An
Interpretive Guide to read.

Detra Satterwhite:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern
North America: An Interpretive Guide is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ruth Zimmer:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North
America: An Interpretive Guide why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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