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When Ferdinand "Jelly Roll" Morton sat at the piano in the Library of Congress in May of 1938 to begin his
monumental series of interviews with Alan Lomax, he spoke of his years on the West Coast with the
nostalgia of a man recalling a golden age, a lost Eden. He had arrived in Los Angeles more than twenty years
earlier, but he recounted his losses as vividly as though they had occurred just recently. The greatest loss was
his separation from Anita Gonzales, by his own account "the only woman I ever loved," to whom he left
almost all of his royalties in his will.

In Dead Man Blues, Phil Pastras sets the record straight on the two periods (1917-1923 and 1940-1941) that
Jelly Roll Morton spent on the West Coast. In addition to rechecking sources, correcting mistakes in
scholarly accounts, and situating eyewitness narratives within the histories of New Orleans or Los Angeles,
Pastras offers a fresh interpretation of the life and work of Morton, one of the most important and influential
early practitioners of jazz. Pastras's discovery of a previously unknown collection of
memorabilia—including a 58-page scrapbook compiled by Morton himself—sheds new light on Morton's
personal and artistic development, as well as on the crucial role played by Anita Gonzales.

In a rich, fast-moving, and fascinating narrative, Pastras traces Morton's artistic development as a pianist,
composer, and bandleader. Among many other topics, Pastras discusses the complexities of racial identity for
Morton and his circle, his belief in voodoo, his relationships with women, his style of performance, and his
roots in black musical traditions. Not only does Dead Man Blues restore to the historical record invaluable
information about one of the great innovators of jazz, it also brings to life one of the most colorful and
fascinating periods of musical transformation on the West Coast.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

This Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West can be
one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
actually with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Ruth Barr:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Dead Man
Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out Westis the one of several
books which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Nicol Thomas:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. One
particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out
West, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This book Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West was
filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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