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This volume, an amazing act of historical recovery and reconstruction, offers a comprehensive examination
of Jewish women in Europe during the High Middle Ages (1000–1300). Avraham Grossman covers multiple
aspects of women’s lives in medieval Jewish society, including the image of woman, the structure of the
family unit, age at marriage, position in family and society, her place in economic and religious life, her
education, her role in family ceremonies, violence against women, and the position of the divorcée and the
widow in society.

Grossman shows that the High Middle Ages saw a distinct improvement in the status of Jewish women in
Europe relative to their status during the Talmudic period and in Muslim countries. If, during the twelfth
century, rabbis applauded women as "pious and pure" because of their major role in the martyrdom of the
Crusades of 1096, then by the end of the thirteenth century, rabbis complained that women were becoming
bold and rebellious. Two main factors fostered this change: first, the transformation of Jewish society from
agrarian to "bourgeois," with women performing an increasingly important function in the family economy;
and second, the openness toward women in Christian Europe, where women were not subjected to strict
limitations based upon conceptions of modesty, as was the case in Muslim countries. The heart of
Grossman’s book concerns the improvement of Jewish women’s lot, and the efforts of secular and religious
authorities to impede their new-found status.

Bringing together a variety of sources including halakhic literature, biblical and talmudic exegesis, ethical
literature and philosophy, love songs, folklore and popular literature, gravestones, and drawings, Grossman’s
book reconstructs the hitherto unrecorded lives of Jewish women during the Middle Ages.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Thresher:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Pious and Rebellious:
Jewish Women in Medieval Europe (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry & HBI
Series on Jewish Women) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Dorothy Penland:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Pious and
Rebellious: Jewish Women in Medieval Europe (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European
Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women) provide you with new experience in studying a book.

James Yancey:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
called of book Pious and Rebellious: Jewish Women in Medieval Europe (The Tauber Institute Series for the
Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Ronald Canty:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Pious and Rebellious: Jewish Women in Medieval Europe (The Tauber Institute Series
for the Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women) we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Pious and
Rebellious: Jewish Women in Medieval Europe (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European



Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women). You can more desirable than now.
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