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In an America obsessed with quickie enlightenment and wisdom-acquisition, Ptolemy Tompkins is a seeker
who has been there and done that. From Black Elk to the Dalai Lama -- from Hun Tun and mescaline to
motorcycle Zen and mind at large -- the acclaimed author of Paradise Fever has followed many roads in
pursuit of a universal truth. And he has survived to tell the tale.

The Beaten Path

Ptolemy Tompkins came of age in the '70s -- before Americans began spending uplifting Tuesdays with
Morrie or perusing Little Instruction Books. In the wake of a quintessentially New Age childhood as the son
of the radical freethinker Peter Tompkins, author of the bestselling The Secret Life of Plants, Ptolemy began
a personal quest for enlightenment decades before it became trendy to do so. He gained much valuable
insight as he careened from Buddha to the Bhagavad-Gita, from Krishna to Carlos Castaneda. But how much
actual "wisdom" he accrued is a matter the author himself admits is up for debate.

The Beaten Path is a work of great intelligence that is profound, moving, and hilariously entertaining. In his
funny and touching account of a spiritual journey that went wildly off course, the author bares his soul even
as he knocks down the gaudy signposts that guide eager pilgrims through today's pop-wisdom landscape. Yet
he never loses sight of what is valuable and true in the literature of the spirit.

Part gripping personal memoir, part merciless-yet-affectionate critique, and part genuine prescription for the
good life, The Beaten Path is a provocative gift from a man who left no page unturned, no odyssey
uncompleted, in his determination to find direction and meaning in the cosmos. In exploring what it is that
makes so many of his contemporaries actively seek the light of peace and transformation in its most
convenient and palatable form, he offers readers a unique, idiosyncratic insight into our modern world. And
he has great fun while doing so.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because
just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Beaten Path: Field Notes on Getting Wise in a
Wisdom-Crazy World to read.

William Davis:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Beaten Path: Field
Notes on Getting Wise in a Wisdom-Crazy World book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Sandra Mendoza:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Beaten
Path: Field Notes on Getting Wise in a Wisdom-Crazy World suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Beaten Path: Field Notes on Getting Wise in a
Wisdom-Crazy Worldis one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Maria Couch:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Beaten Path: Field Notes on Getting Wise in
a Wisdom-Crazy World to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Beaten Path: Field Notes on Getting Wise in a Wisdom-Crazy
World can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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