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Virginia Burrus explores one of the strongest and most disturbing aspects of the Christian tradition, its
excessive preoccupation with shame. While Christianity has frequently been implicated in the conversion of
ancient Mediterranean cultures from shame- to guilt-based, and thus in the emergence of the modern West's
emphasis on guilt, Burrus seeks to recuperate the importance of shame for Christian culture. Focusing on late
antiquity, she explores a range of fascinating phenomena, from the flamboyant performances of martyrs to
the imagined abjection of Christ, from the self-humiliating disciplines of ascetics to the intimate disclosures
of Augustine.

Burrus argues that Christianity innovated less by replacing shame with guilt than by embracing shame.
Indeed, the ancient Christians sacrificed honor but laid claim to their own shame with great energy, at once
intensifying and transforming it. Public spectacles of martyrdom became the most visible means through
which vulnerability to shame was converted into a defiant witness of identity; this was also where the
sacrificial death of the self exemplified by Christ's crucifixion was most explicitly appropriated by his
followers. Shame showed a more private face as well, as Burrus demonstrates. The ambivalent lure of fleshly
corruptibility was explored in the theological imaginary of incarnational Christology. It was further
embodied in the transgressive disciplines of saints who plumbed the depths of humiliation. Eventually, with
the advent of literary and monastic confessional practices, the shame of sin's inexhaustibility made itself
heard in the revelations of testimonial discourse.

In conversation with an eclectic constellation of theorists, Burrus interweaves her historical argument with
theological, psychological, and ethical reflections. She proposes, finally, that early Christian texts may have
much to teach us about the secrets of shame that lie at the heart of our capacity for humility, courage, and
transformative love.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Saving Shame: Martyrs, Saints, and Other
Abject Subjects (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Esmeralda Rossman:

Saving Shame: Martyrs, Saints, and Other Abject Subjects (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)
can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Saving Shame: Martyrs, Saints, and Other Abject Subjects (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Donna Clark:

This Saving Shame: Martyrs, Saints, and Other Abject Subjects (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Saving Shame: Martyrs, Saints, and Other Abject Subjects (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean
in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.

Angela Harris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A



substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Saving Shame:
Martyrs, Saints, and Other Abject Subjects (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion).
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