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A critical look at the development of the phenomenological approach to the study of religion, revealing its
evaluative and metaphysical concepts.

A penetrating critique of the dominant approach to the study of religion, The Politics of Spirit explores the
historical and philosophical scaffolding of the phenomenology of religion. Although this approach purports
to give a value-free, neutral description of religious data, it actually imposes a set of metaphysical and
evaluative concepts on that data. A very harmful ethnocentrism has resulted, which plagues the academic
study of religion to this day. Analysis of the history, core texts, and discursive structure of phenomenology
of religion reveals how this ethnocentrism is embedded within its assumptions. Of particular interest is the
revelation of the extent to which Hegel’s ideas—over those of Husserl—contributed to the tenets that
became standard in the study of religion.

Tim Murphy argues that the poststructuralist concept of genealogy, as derived from Nietzsche, can both
describe religion better than the phenomenological approach and avoid the political pitfalls of ethnocentrism
by replacing its core categories with the categories of difference, contingency, and otherness. Ultimately,
Murphy argues that postmodern genealogy should replace phenomenology as the paradigm for
understanding both religion and the study of religion.

Tim Murphy is an Associate Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Alabama. He is the author of
Nietzsche, Metaphor, Religion, also published by SUNY Press, and Representing Religion: Essays in
History, Theory, and Crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Politics of Spirit:
Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) to read.

Crystal Thomas:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Politics of Spirit:
Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life on
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Kelly Mays:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) offer
you a new experience in reading a book.

Josie Garcia:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding
reading. Some people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and The Politics of Spirit:
Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) or maybe others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read



more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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