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The University and the People chronicles the influence of Populism—a powerful agrarian movement—on
public higher education in the late nineteenth century. Revisiting this pivotal era in the history of the
American state university, Scott Gelber demonstrates that Populists expressed a surprising degree of
enthusiasm for institutions of higher learning. More fundamentally, he argues that the mission of the state
university, as we understand it today, evolved from a fractious but productive relationship between public
demands and academic authority.
    Populists attacked a variety of elites—professionals, executives, scholars—and seemed to confirm
academia’s fear of anti-intellectual public oversight. The movement’s vision of the state university
highlighted deep tensions in American attitudes toward meritocracy and expertise. Yet Populists also
promoted state-supported higher education, with the aims of educating the sons (and sometimes daughters)
of ordinary citizens, blurring status distinctions, and promoting civic engagement. Accessibility,
utilitarianism, and public service were the bywords of Populist journalists, legislators, trustees, and
sympathetic professors. These “academic populists” encouraged state universities to reckon with egalitarian
perspectives on admissions, financial aid, curricula, and research. And despite their critiques of college
“ivory towers,” Populists supported the humanities and social sciences, tolerated a degree of ideological
dissent, and lobbied for record-breaking appropriations for state institutions.
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From reader reviews:

James Collis:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The University and the People: Envisioning American
Higher Education in an Era of Populist Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture). You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book The
University and the People: Envisioning American Higher Education in an Era of Populist Protest (Studies in
American Thought and Culture). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can
open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Margie Sutton:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The University and the
People: Envisioning American Higher Education in an Era of Populist Protest (Studies in American Thought
and Culture) to read.

Don Morris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The University and the
People: Envisioning American Higher Education in an Era of Populist Protest (Studies in American Thought
and Culture).

Alice Concannon:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and



comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the The University and the People: Envisioning American Higher Education in an Era of
Populist Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) when you needed it?
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