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This study challenges decades of scholarship on the roots of disfranchisement in America, arguing that
historians have misunderstood the role of race and class in this antidemocratic movement. In 1901 Alabama
adopted a new state constitution intended to strip its black citizens of their voting rights. Alabama was not
the only state that disfranchised blacks; however, it was the only one where the issue was put to a popular
vote by referendum. Glenn Feldman looks anew at the causes and consequences of this landmark event to
revise the misleadingly neat view that historians have handed down to us.

Drawing on court documents, voting statistics, civil rights and labor records, and many other sources,
Feldman shows that the racist appeals of Alabama’s white planters, industrialists, and other conservatives
motivated poor whites in far greater numbers and for more complex reasons than received knowledge
concedes. The seemingly natural allies of blacks, poor whites constituted most of the white opposition to
disfranchisement, says Feldman. Yet the number of poor whites who backed the new constitution was
greater. Ultimately, many would be disfranchised by the very measures they had believed were aimed only at
blacks. In that sense, says Feldman, poor whites were “more parties to their own demise than the mere
victims of circumstance.”

Such conclusions run counter to those associated with historians J. Morgan Kousser, C. Vann Woodward,
and others. Giving new emphasis to race preoccupations where these scholars had focused on class divisions,
Feldman reveals the vitally important role that emotion has played in influencing the political behavior of
white southerners—often to their profound political and economic detriment. The Disfranchisement Myth has
much to say about the tendency of “plain” people in the South—then and now—to allow prejudice and fear
to distract them from the pursuit of their rational political interests.
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From reader reviews:

Erica Clark:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to explain
what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their can
do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage
Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books) to read.

Anne Hahn:

The ability that you get from Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama
(Choice Outstanding Academic Books) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic
Books) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Disfranchisement
Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books) instantly.

Robert Colgan:

The book untitled Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice
Outstanding Academic Books) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic
Books) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Keri Lo:

You can obtain this Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice
Outstanding Academic Books) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your



knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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