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This is the first full study of how people refer to entities in natural discourse. It contributes to the
understanding of both linguistic diversity and the cognitive underpinnings of language and it provides a
framework for further research in both fields. Andrej Kibrik focuses on the way specific entities are
mentioned in natural discourse, during which about every third word usually depends on referential choice.
He considers reference as an overt representation of underlying cognitive processes and combines a
theoretically-oriented cognitive approach with empirically-based cross-linguistic analysis. He begins by
introducing the cognitive approach to discourse analysis and by examining the relationship between
discourse studies and linguistic typology. He discusses reference as a linguistic phenomenon, in connection
with the traditional notions of deixis, anaphora, givenness, and topicality, and describes the way his
theoretical approach is centered on notions of referent activation in working memory. He argues that the
speaker is responsible for the shape of discourse and that referential expressions should be understood as
choices made by speakers rather than as puzzles to be solved by addressees.

Kibrik examines the cross-linguistic aspects of reference and the typology of referential devices, including
referring expressions per se, such as free and bound pronouns, and referential aids that help to tell apart the
concurrently activated entities. This discussion is based on the data from about 200 languages from around
the world. He then proposes a comprehensive model of referential choice, in which he draws on concepts
from cognitive linguistics, psycholinguistics, cognitive psychology, and cognitive neuroscience, and applies
this to Russian and English. He also draws together his empirical analyses in order to examine what light his
analysis of discourse can shed on the way information is processed in working memory. In the final part of
the book Andrej Kibrik offers a wider perspective, including deixis, referential aspects of gesticulation and
signed languages.

This pioneering work will interest linguists and cognitive scientists interested in discourse, reference,
typology, and the operations of working memory in linguistic communication.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Reference in Discourse
(Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory). All type of book would you see on many options. You
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Mandy Conway:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in
Typology and Linguistic Theory) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Carmen Russell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Reference in
Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in
Typology and Linguistic Theory)is the main of several books that everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Cheryl Edgerly:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in
Typology and Linguistic Theory) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory) has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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