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From the moment a child in ancient Rome began to speak Latin, the surrounding world became populated
with objects possessing grammatical gender—masculine eyes (oculi), feminine trees (arbores), neuter bodies
(corpora). Sexing the World surveys the many ways in which grammatical gender enabled Latin speakers to
organize aspects of their society into sexual categories, and how this identification of grammatical gender
with biological sex affected Roman perceptions of Latin poetry, divine power, and the human hermaphrodite.

Beginning with the ancient grammarians, Anthony Corbeill examines how these scholars used the gender of
nouns to identify the sex of the object being signified, regardless of whether that object was animate or
inanimate. This informed the Roman poets who, for a time, changed at whim the grammatical gender for
words as seemingly lifeless as "dust" (pulvis) or "tree bark" (cortex). Corbeill then applies the idea of fluid
grammatical gender to the basic tenets of Roman religion and state politics. He looks at how the ancients
tended to construct Rome’s earliest divinities as related male and female pairs, a tendency that waned in later
periods. An analogous change characterized the dual-sexed hermaphrodite, whose sacred and political
significance declined as the republican government became an autocracy. Throughout, Corbeill shows that
the fluid boundaries of sex and gender became increasingly fixed into opposing and exclusive categories.

Sexing the World contributes to our understanding of the power of language to shape human perception.
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day every day to reading a book. The book Sexing the World: Grammatical Gender and Biological Sex in
Ancient Rome it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

David Creason:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sexing the World: Grammatical Gender
and Biological Sex in Ancient Rome can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Thomas Daniels:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Sexing the World: Grammatical Gender and
Biological Sex in Ancient Rome can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one
book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We should have Sexing the World: Grammatical Gender and Biological Sex in Ancient Rome.

Helen Widner:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Sexing the World: Grammatical Gender and Biological Sex in Ancient Rome we can take more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Sexing the
World: Grammatical Gender and Biological Sex in Ancient Rome. You can more appealing than now.
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