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Grandiose plans for land retirement and expanded irrigation have been frequently proposed for the northern
Great Plains, but they have not significantly affected agricultural practices in the region.

Those major readjustments to farming methods that did occur in the region evolved out of local initiative in
response to drought and depression during the 1920s. With some refinements but few amendments,
procedures remain basically the same today.

In Dry Farming in the Northern Great Plains, Mary Hargreaves reviews the changes in agricultural
technology and farm management through the 1920s, the introduction of federal programs as drought and
depression recurred in the 1930s, and the realignment of concerns from drought to marketing instability
during the recovery years that followed.

Drought remains a perennial problem in the region, which in this study includes the eastern two-thirds of
Montana and the western half of the Dakotas. But instability of marketing has been a greater concern,
according to Hargreaves, and marketing, not environmental factors, occasioned the land retirement programs
of the 1950s and 1980s.

Despite the economy and practicability of dry farming, the national agricultural policy of acreage restrictions
since the 1930s has promoted the use of costly inputs and enabled higher-cost producers to continue
competitive operation.

"Misconceptions and myths have too frequently entered into national land-use planning," Hargreaves writes.
"There are still those who see the Plains as a 'Great American Desert'; still those who look to irrigation as the
only basis for successful agriculture there; and still those who cherish the small diversified homestead
operation as the agrarian dream, regardless of the environment."

Dry farming has proved successful in the northern Great Plains, Hargreaves contends. That success is
measured not only by production but also by limited erosion. On its record, dry-land agriculture should not
now fall prey to "hyperbole, myth, or politics."
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From reader reviews:

Marian Perkins:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Dry Farming in the Northern Great Plains: Years of Readjustment, 1920-1990 as
the daily resource information.

Ron Lauer:

The book Dry Farming in the Northern Great Plains: Years of Readjustment, 1920-1990 has a lot info on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after reading this article book.

Jonathan Solis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Dry Farming in the Northern Great Plains:
Years of Readjustment, 1920-1990 e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Dry Farming in the Northern Great Plains: Years of Readjustment, 1920-1990 as good book but not
only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Danny Floyd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Dry Farming in the
Northern Great Plains: Years of Readjustment, 1920-1990.
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