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Winner of the National Book Award for Best Anthology from the Manila Critics Circle!

"While certain cities in past Akashic volumes might appear to lack an obvious noir element, Manila (like
Mexico City, which shares many of the same problems) practically defines it, as shown by the 14 selections
in this excellent anthology. As Hagedorn points out in her insightful introduction, Manila is a city burdened
with a violent and painful past, with a long heritage of foreign occupation. The specters of WWII (during
which the city suffered from U.S. saturation bombing), and the oppressive 20-year reign of dictator
Ferdinand Marcos live on in recent memory. The Filipino take on noir includes a liberal dose of the gothic
and supernatural, with disappearance and loss being constants."
--Publishers Weekly (starred review)

"For those who love travel, history, and a little bit of lore, this anthology transports you to the Philippines
and is filled with riveting and sometimes dark stories of the capital city."
--Glamour (Summer Reading pick)

"Suffice it to say that what the Noir series in general, and Manila Noir in particular, does so well is to create
a 360-degree mosaic of a place...By including so many perspectives, from so many walks of life, Manila
Noir makes Manila seem as vibrant, and dangerous, and exciting, and confounding as it really felt to live
there."
--Lit Wrap

"A collection of stories like Akashic's forthcoming Manila Noir is enough to set a crime-fiction addict's
mouth watering."
--New York Observer

Akashic Books continues its groundbreaking series of original noir anthologies, launched in 2004 with
Brooklyn Noir. Each story is set in a distinct neighborhood or location within the city of the book.

Brand-new stories by: Lourd De Veyra, Gina Apostol, Budjette Tan and Kajo Baldisimo, F.H. Batacan,
Jose Dalisay Jr., Eric Gamalinda, Jessica Hagedorn, Angelo Lacuesta, R. Zamora Linmark, Rosario Cruz-
Lucero, Sabina Murray, Jonas Vitman, Marianne Villanueva, and Lysley Tenorio.

From the introduction by Jessica Hagedorn:

"Manila's a city of survivors, schemers, and dreamers...A city of extremes. Where the rich live in posh
enclaves, guarded by men with guns. Where the poor improvise homes out of wood, tin, and cardboard and
live by their wits. Where five-star hotels and luxury malls selling Prada and Louis Vuitton coexist with toxic
garbage dumps and sprawling 'informal settlements' (a.k.a. squatter settlements), where religious zeal
coexists with superstition, where 'hospitality' might be another word for prostitution, where sports and show
business can be the first step to politics, where politics can be synonymous with nepotism, cronyism, and
corruption, where violence is nothing out of the ordinary, and pretty much anything can be had for a price--if
you have the money and/or the connections, that is...

As you will see from this steamy collection of stories, all these delicious contradictions serve to enrich and



expand our concept of noir. What you will also find are the noir essentials: alienated and desperate
characters, terse dialogue, sudden violence, betrayals left and right...All the fabulous and fearless writers
gathered here have a deep connection and abiding love for this crazy-making, intoxicating city. There's
nothing like it in the world, and they know it."
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From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

The book Manila Noir (Akashic Noir) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Manila Noir (Akashic Noir)? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Manila Noir (Akashic Noir) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

David Unruh:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Manila Noir (Akashic Noir) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Perla Baxter:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Manila Noir (Akashic Noir), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Wilma Tovar:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Manila Noir (Akashic Noir) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The
Manila Noir (Akashic Noir) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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