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Las Vegas, says William Fox, is a pay-as-you-play paradise that succeeds in satisfying our fantasies of
wealth and the excesses of pleasure and consumption that go with it. In this context, Fox examines how Las
Vegas’s culture of spectacle has obscured the boundaries between high art and entertainment extravaganza,
nature and fantasy, for-profit and nonprofit enterprises. His purview ranges from casino art
galleries—including Steve Wynn’s private collection and a branch of the famed Guggenheim Museum—to
the underfunded Las Vegas Art Museum; from spectacular casino animal collections like those of magicians
Siegfried and Roy and Mandalay Bay’s Shark Reef exhibit to the city’s lack of support for a viable public
zoo; from the environmental and psychological impact of lavish water displays in the arid desert to the
artistic ambiguities intrinsic to Las Vegas’s floating world of showgirls, lapdancers, and ballet divas. That
Las Vegas represents one of the world’s most opulent displays of private material wealth in all its forms,
while providing miserly funding for local public amenities like museums and zoos, is no accident, Fox
maintains. Nor is it unintentional that the city’s most important collections of art and exotic fauna are
presented in the context of casino entertainment, part of the feast of sensation and excitement that seduces
millions of visitors each year. Instead, this phenomenon shows how our insatiable modern appetite for
extravagance and spectacle has diminished the power of unembellished nature and the arts to teach and
inspire us, and demonstrates the way our society privileges private benefit over public good. Given that Las
Vegas has been a harbinger of national cultural trends, Fox’s commentary offers prescient insight into the
increasing commercialization of nature and culture across America.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject In The Desert Of
Desire: Las Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacle suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer
in this era. Often the book untitled In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacleis the
main of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Irma Patterson:

Often the book In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacle has a lot of information
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Dennis Jenkins:

Precisely why? Because this In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacle is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had
been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Selma Lang:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be study. In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacle can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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