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Six years before the onset of the Civil War, two courageous figures - one a free white man and one an
enslaved black woman - risked personal liberty to ensure each other's freedom in an explosive episode that
captured the attention of a nation on the brink of cataclysmic change. In this deeply researched account of the
rescue of the slave Jane Johnson by the Philadelphia Quaker and fervent abolitionist Passmore Williamson,
of the federal court case that followed, and of Johnson's selfless efforts to free the jailed Williamson, veteran
journalist Nat Brandt and Emmy-winning filmmaker Yanna Kroyt Brandt capture the heroism and humanity
at the heart of this important moment in American history. In July 1855 Williamson and his colleague,
William Still, responded to a written plea from Johnson and rushed to the Camden ferry dock to liberate her
and her two children from their master in a daring confrontation. Unbeknownst to the abolitionists, Johnson's
owner, Col. John Hill Wheeler, was connected to the highest levels of government and was a personal friend
of President Franklin Pierce. As a result, Wheeler was able to have Williamson arrested and confined to
Moyamensing Prison, an institution notorious for harboring Philadelphia's worst criminals. The case and
Williamson's imprisonment became an international cause celebre with famous leaders of the abolitionist
movement, black and white, visiting the prisoner. In one of the episode's most dramatic moments, Johnson
returned to Philadelphia, risking her own freedom, to testify on Williamson's behalf. There were petitions in
many states to impeach Judge John Kintzing Kane, who stubbornly refused to release Williamson. The case
became a battle of wills between a man who was unwavering in his defiance of slavery and another
determined to defend the so-called rights of the slave owner. Williamson's martyrdom spotlighted
Philadelphia as one northern city where the growing rifts between states' rights, federal mandates, and
personal liberties had come to the fore. Encompassing acts of brazen defiance, heroic self-sacrifice, high
courtroom drama, and the rise of a cult of celebrity, the Brandts' brisk narrative takes readers into the lives of
the central participants in this complex episode. Passmore Williamson, Jane Johnson, William Still, Colonel
Wheeler, and Judge Kane are brought vibrantly to life as fully developed and flawed characters drawn
unexpectedly into the annals of history. "In the Shadow of the Civil War" chronicles events that presage the
divisive national conflict that followed and that underscore the passionate views on freedom and justice that
continue to define the American experience.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cash:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be In the Shadow of the Civil War: Passmore Williamson and the
Rescue of Jane Johnson why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Stephanie Wilkes:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like In the Shadow of the Civil War:
Passmore Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Rodolfo Buker:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book In the Shadow of the Civil War: Passmore
Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book In the Shadow of the Civil War: Passmore Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Anthony Muller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra In the Shadow
of the Civil War: Passmore Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson.
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