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Henry Dumas (1934–1968) was a writer who did not live to see most of his fiction and poetry in print. A son
of Sweet Home, Arkansas, and Harlem, he devoted himself to the creation of a black literary cosmos, one in
which black literature and culture were windows into the human condition. While he certainly should be
understood in the context of the cultural and political movements of the 1960s?Black Arts, Black Power, and
Civil Rights?his writing, and ultimately his life, were filled with ambiguities and contradictions.

Dumas was shot and killed in 1968 in Harlem months before his thirty-fourth birthday by a white transit
policeman under circumstances never fully explained. After his death he became a kind of literary legend,
but one whose full story was unknown. A devoted cadre of friends and later admirers from the 1970s to the
present pushed for the publication of his work. Toni Morrison championed him as “an absolute genius.”
Amiri Baraka, a writer not quick to praise others, claimed that Dumas produced “actual art, real, man, and
stunning.” Eugene Redmond and Quincy Troupe heralded Dumas’s poetry, short stories, and work as an
editor of “little” magazines.

With Visible Man, Jeffrey B. Leak offers a full examination of both Dumas’s life and his creative
development. Given unprecedented access to the Dumas archival materials and numerous interviews with
family, friends, and writers who knew him in various contexts, Leak opens the door to Dumas’s rich and at
times frustrating life, giving us a layered portrait of an African American writer and his coming of age during
one of the most volatile and transformative decades in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Steele:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Visible Man: The Life of Henry Dumas is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Joseph Chandler:

The book untitled Visible Man: The Life of Henry Dumas contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides
you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Jeffery Hall:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Visible Man: The Life of Henry Dumas was filled in relation to science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Marylouise Potter:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Visible Man: The Life of Henry Dumas we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Visible Man: The Life of
Henry Dumas. You can more pleasing than now.
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