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Wampum has become a synonym for money, and it is widely assumed that it served the same purposes as
money among the Native Algonquians even after coming into contact with European colonists' money. But
to equate wampum with money only matches one slippery term with another, as money itself was quite ill-
defined in North America for decades during its colonization.
In this stimulating and intriguing book, Marc Shell illuminates the context in which wampum was used by
describing how money circulated in the colonial period and the early history of the United States.
 
Wampum itself, generally tubular beads made from clam or conch shells, was hardly a primitive version of a
coin or dollar bill, as it represented to both Native Americans and colonial Europeans a unique medium
through which language, art, culture, and even conflict were negotiated. With irrepressible wit and erudition,
Shell interweaves wampum's multiform functions and reveals wampum's undeniable influence on the
cultural, political, and economic foundations of North America.

Published in Association with the American Numismatic Society, New York, New York.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

The book Wampum and the Origins of American Money give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Wampum and
the Origins of American Money being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like available and read a e-book Wampum and the Origins of American Money. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Joshua Arwood:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Wampum and the Origins of American Money, you may tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Dora Vazquez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Wampum and the Origins of American Money,
you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Stacie Logan:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Wampum and the Origins of American
Money is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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