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THE FORE WORD

YOU have heard of Homer, and of the two wonderful poems, the Iliad and the Odyssey, which bear his
name. No one knows whether these poems were composed by Homer, or whether they are the work of many
different poets. And, in fact, it matters very little about their authorship. Everybody agrees that they are the
grandest poems ever sung or written or read in this world; and yet, how few persons, comparatively, have
read them, or know any thing about them except at second-hand! Homer commences his story, not at the
beginning, but "in the midst of things;" hence, when one starts out to read the Iliad without having made
some special preparation beforehand, he finds it hard to understand, and is tempted, in despair, to stop at the
end of the first book. Many people are, therefore, content to admire the great masterpiece of poetry and
story-telling simply because others admire it, and not because they have any personal acquaintance with it.

Now, it is not my purpose to give you a "simplified version" of the Iliad or the Odyssey. There are already
many such versions; but the best way for you, or any one else, to read Homer, is to read Homer. If you do not
understand Greek, you can read him in one of the many English translations. You will find much of the spirit
of the original in the translations by Bryant, by Lord Derby, and by old George Chapman, as well as in the
admirable prose rendering by Butcher and Lang; but you can get none of it in any so-called simplified
version.

My object in writing this "Story of the Golden Age" has been to pave the way, if I dare say it, to an enjoyable
reading of Homer, either in translations or in the original. I have taken the various legends relating to the
causes of the Trojan war, and, by assuming certain privileges never yet denied to story-tellers, have woven
all into one continuous narrative, ending where Homer's story begins. The hero of the Odyssey—a character
not always to be admired or commended—is my hero. And, in telling the story of his boyhood and youth, I
have taken the opportunity to repeat, for your enjoyment, some of the most beautiful of the old Greek myths.
If I have, now and then, given them a coloring slightly different from the original, you will remember that
such is the right of the story-teller, the poet, and the artist. The essential features of the stories remain
unchanged. I have, all along, drawn freely from the old tragedians, and now and then from Homer himself;
nor have I thought it necessary in every instance to mention authorities, or to apologize for an occasional
close imitation of some of the best translations. The pictures of old Greek life have, in the main, been derived
from the Iliad and the Odyssey, and will, I hope, help you to a better understanding of those poems when you
come to make acquaintance directly with them.

Should you become interested in the "Story of the Golden Age," as it is here related, do not be disappointed
by its somewhat abrupt ending; for you will find it continued by the master-poet of all ages, in a manner both
inimitable and unapproachable. If you are pleased with the discourse of the porter at the gate, how much
greater shall be your delight when you stand in the palace of the king, and hearken to the song of the royal
minstrel!
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Wallace:

The event that you get from A Story of the Golden Age of Greek Heroes is a more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but A Story of the Golden Age of Greek Heroes giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having that A Story of the Golden Age of Greek Heroes
instantly.

Paul Douglas:

The book untitled A Story of the Golden Age of Greek Heroes is the book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of A Story of the Golden Age of Greek Heroes from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Lonnie Hammer:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Story of the Golden Age of Greek Heroes why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Farah McCune:

The book untitled A Story of the Golden Age of Greek Heroes contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone,
or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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