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Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas is a groundbreaking examination of the art and legends of some
of the most colorful characters in South Asian and Himalayan civilization. With contributions by ten of the
most prominent scholars in the field, this catalog provides both a survey of the topic of mah?siddhas
(Sanskrit, “mah?” meaning “great” and “siddha” meaning “accomplished one”) in art as well as essays on
particular aspects of the theme, including literary, religious, sociological, and anthropological dimensions.

These mahasiddhas were instrumental in transmitting tantric Buddhism from India to the Himalayas between
the seventh and eleventh centuries. Their legends are filled with miracles and eccentric behavior, which in
the end is interpreted as not mere indulgence or insanity but the wisdom of direct religious, mystic
experience.

At the heart of the enduring appeal of these saintly tricksters are stories told in prose and in poetry. Vivid and
entertaining, the tales told here are set in palaces and huts, in villages and fields, and on the road. They tell of
great frustrations and wonderful epiphanies, of the ordinary and the extraordinary expressed in compelling
visual imagery.

The catalog provides a survey of the format of mahasiddha art, the contexts and purposes for which the art
was originally made. It features complete sets of paintings and sculptures — in some cases reconstituting
groups that have been dispersed into different Western museum collections. More than a hundred works of
art are included, from Indian miniatures to contemporary photographs of ascetics, from Nepalese clay
sculptures to Tibetan woodblock prints, palm-leaf manuscripts and lifesize bronze sculpture. The various
works are compared with art still surviving in situ to give a wide view of this important and charismatic type
of religious teacher, one that inspired generations of artists.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wheeler:

The book Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Holy Madness: Portraits
of Tantric Siddhas to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a
guide Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Guadalupe Ramsey:

This Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Holy
Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas can bring if
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas having very good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Gary Spengler:

The event that you get from Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the item
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas
instantly.

Brandy Felts:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get before. The Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas giving you a different experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at



it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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