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French government officials have long been known among Europeans for the special attention they give to
the state of their population. In the first half of the nineteenth century, as Paris doubled in size and twice
suffered the convulsions of popular revolution, civic leaders looked with alarm at what they deemed a
dangerous population explosion. After defeat in the Franco-Prussian War in 1870, however, the falling
birthrate generated widespread fears of cultural and national decline. In response, legislators promoted larger
families and the view that awell-regulated family life was essential for France.In thisinnovative work of
cultural history, Joshua Cole examines the course of French thinking and policymaking on population issues
from the 1780s until the outbreak of the Great War. During these decades increasingly sophisticated
statistical methods for describing and analyzing such topics as fertility, family size, and longevity made new
kinds of aggregate knowledge available to social scientists and government officials. Cole recounts how this
information heavily influenced the outcome of debates over the scope and range of public welfare
legidation. In particular, as the fear of depopulation grew, the state wielded statistical data to justify
increasing intervention in family life and continued restrictions on the autonomy of women.
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From reader reviews:
Charlotte Hawley:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their
particular spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a
book called The Power of Large Numbers: Population, Palitics, and Gender in Nineteenth-Century France?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Charles Siegrist:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might haveit in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Power of Large Numbers: Population, Politics, and
Gender in Nineteenth-Century France can give you alot of close friends because by you investigating this
one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? L et's have The Power of Large Numbers: Population, Palitics, and Gender in Nineteenth-Century
France.

David Colon:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Power of Large Numbers: Population, Palitics, and Gender in Nineteenth-
Century France can make you experience more interested to read.

Tracy Zapata:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you

know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Power of Large
Numbers: Population, Politics, and Gender in Nineteenth-Century France.
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