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Beijing Record, the result of ten years of research on the urban transformation of Beijing in the last fifty
years, brings to an extended Western audience the inside story on the key decisions that led to Beijing's
present urban fragmentation and its loss of memory and history in the form of bulldozing its architectural
heritage. Wang's publication presents a survey of the main developments and government-level (both central
and municipal) decisions, devoting a lot of attention to the 1950s and 1960s, when Beijing experienced a
critical wave of transformative events.

Shortly after its original Chinese bestseller edition was published by SDX joint Publishing Company House
in October 2003, it ignited a firestorm of debate and discussion in a country where public interaction over
such a sensitive subject rarely surfaces. The Chinese edition is in its 11th print run and was translated into
Japanese in 2008. This newly-translated English version has the latest update on the author's findings in the
area. As the only edition printed in full color with nearly 300 illustrations, the English version powerfully
showcases the stunning architecture, culture, and history of China's Dynamic Capital, Beijing.

Home to more than 15 million people, this ancient capital city - not surprisingly - has a controversial,
complicated history of planning and politics, development and demolition. The publication raises a number
of unsettling questions: Why have a valuable historical architectural heritage such as city ramparts,
gateways, old temples, memorial archways and the urban fabric of hutongs (traditional alleyways) and
siheyuan (courtyard houses) been visibly disappearing for decades? Why are so many houses being
demolished at a time of economic growth? Is no one prepared to stand up for the preservation of the city?

For his research, Wang went through innumerable archives, read diaries and collected an unprecedented
quantity of data, accessing firsthand materials and unearthing photographs that clearly document the city's
relentless, unprecedented physical makeover. In addition, he conducted more than 50 in-person interviews
with officials, planners, scholars and other experts. Many illustrations are published here for the first time,
compiled in the 1990s when archival public access was reformulated.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Beijing Record: A Physical and Political History of Planning Modern
Beijing book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Beijing Record: A Physical and Political History of Planning Modern
Beijing content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Beijing Record: A
Physical and Political History of Planning Modern Beijing is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Marcus Laws:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Beijing Record: A Physical and Political History of Planning Modern Beijing your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get prior to. The Beijing Record: A Physical and Political History of Planning Modern
Beijing giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Carmelita Ratliff:

This Beijing Record: A Physical and Political History of Planning Modern Beijing is completely new way
for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this Beijing Record: A Physical and Political History of Planning Modern Beijing can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with
knowledge.

Ronda Powers:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.



You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching
from it. It is referred to as of book Beijing Record: A Physical and Political History of Planning Modern
Beijing. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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