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Scholars have long recognized that narrative suspense dominates the formal dynamics of nineteenth-century
British fiction, both high and low. But few have asked why suspense played such acrucia rolein the
Victorian novel 7and in Victorian culture more broadly. The Serious Pleasures of Suspense arguesthat a
startling array of nineteenth-century thinkers?rom John Ruskin and Michael Faraday to Charlotte Bronté
and Wilkie Collins ?saw suspense as the perfect vehicle for aradically new approach to knowledge that they
caled "realism." Although by convention suspense has belonged to the realm of sensational mysteries and
gothic horrors, and realism to the world of sober, reformist, middle-class domesticity, the two were in fact
inextricably intertwined. The real was defined precisely as that which did not belong to the mind, that which
stood separate from patterns of thought and belief. In order to get at the truth of the real, readers would have
to learn to suspend their judgment. Suspenseful plots were the ideal vehicles for disseminating this
experience of doubt, training readers to pause before leaping to conclusions.

Far from being merely low or sensational, the mysteries of many plotted texts were intended to introduce
readersto arigorous epistemological training borrowed from science. And far from being complacently
conservative, suspense was deliberately employed to encourage a commitment to skepticism and uncertainty.
In The Serious Pleasures of Suspense, Caroline Levine argues convincingly that the nineteenth-century
critics were not wrong about suspense: the classic readerly text was indeed far more writerly2dynamic,
critical, questioning, and indeterminate?han modern critics have been inclined to imagine.

Offering original readings of canonical texts, including Jane Eyre, Great Expectations, The Moonstone, and
The Picture of Dorian Gray, and drawing on arange of historical sources, from popular fiction and art
criticism to the philosophy of science and scientific biography, Levine combines narrative theory and the
history of ideas to offer a stunning rereading of nineteenth-century realism.
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From reader reviews:
Tracie Wright:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle aways try and and must have the spare time or they will get ot
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely of
course. Peopleis human not arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, the book you haveread is
definitely The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and Narrative Doubt (Victorian Literature
and Culture Series).

Mark Hart:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Serious Pleasures of Suspense:
Victorian Realism and Narrative Doubt (Victorian Literature and Culture Series), you can enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh can occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

ArnulfoWalls:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian
Realism and Narrative Doubt (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) was vibrant and of course has pictures
around. Aswe know that book The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and Narrative Doubt
(Victorian Literature and Culture Series) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Gary Wilson:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern eralike right now, many waysto get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and Narrative Doubt (Victorian
Literature and Culture Series) when you needed it?
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