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Death and the Idea of Mexico is the first social, cultural, and political history of death in a nation that has
made death its tutelary sign. Examining the history of death and of the death sign from sixteenth-century
holocaust to contemporary Mexican-American identity politics, anthropologist Claudio Lomnitz's innovative
study marks a turning point in understanding Mexico's rich and unique use of death imagery. Unlike
contemporary Europeans and Americans, whose denial of death permeates their cultures, the Mexican people
display and cultivate a jovial familiarity with death. This intimacy with death has become the cornerstone of
Mexico's national identity.Death and Idea of Mexico focuses on the dialectical relationship between dying,
killing, and the administration of death, and the very formation of the colonial state, of a rich and variegated
popular culture, and of the Mexican nation itself. The elevation of Mexican intimacy with death to the center
of national identity is but a moment within that history -- within a history in which the key institutions of
society are built around the claims of the fallen.Based on a stunning range of sources -- from missionary
testimonies to newspaper cartoons, from masterpieces of artistic vanguards to accounts of public executions
and political assassinations -- Death and the Idea of Mexico moves beyond the limited methodology of
traditional historiographies of death to probe the depths of a people and a country whose fearless
acquaintance with death shapes the very terms of its social compact.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

This book untitled Death and the Idea of Mexico to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this publication from your list.

Virginia Hughes:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Death and the Idea of Mexico can be fine book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Alicia Cain:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Death and the Idea of Mexico
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
could pick Death and the Idea of Mexico become your personal starter.

Cherie Fidler:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Death and the
Idea of Mexico which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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