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Though its coinage can be traced back to a sixteenth-century translation of Leviticus, the term “scapegoat”
has enjoyed a long and varied history of both scholarly and everyday uses. While WilliamTyndale employed
it to describe one of two goats chosen by lot to escape the Day of Atonement sacrifices with its life, the
expression was soon far more widely used to name victims of false accusation and unwarranted punishment.
As such, the scapegoat figures prominently in contemporary theories of violence, from its elevation by
Frazer to a ritual category in his ethnological opus The Golden Bough to its pivotal roles in projects as
seemingly at odds as Jacques Derrida’s deconstruction of Western metaphysics and René Girard’s theory of
cultural origins. A copiously researched and groundbreaking investigation of the expression in such wide use
today, Flesh Becomes Word follows the scapegoat from its origins in Mesopotamian ritual across centuries
of typological reflection on the meaning of Jesus’ death, to its first informal uses in the pornographic and
plague literature of the 1600s, and finally into the modern era, where the word takes recognizable shape in
the context of the New English Quaker persecution and proto-feminist diatribe at the close of the seventeenth
century. The historical circumstances of its lexical formation prove rich in implications for current theories
of the scapegoat and the making of the modern world alike.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Freeman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Flesh Becomes Word: A Lexicography of the
Scapegoat or, the History of an Idea (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) has been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The e-book Flesh Becomes Word: A Lexicography of the Scapegoat or, the History of an Idea (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while
using book Flesh Becomes Word: A Lexicography of the Scapegoat or, the History of an Idea (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jean McCallum:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The
particular Flesh Becomes Word: A Lexicography of the Scapegoat or, the History of an Idea (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

This Flesh Becomes Word: A Lexicography of the Scapegoat or, the History of an Idea (Studies in Violence,
Mimesis, & Culture) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Flesh Becomes Word: A Lexicography of the Scapegoat or, the History of an Idea (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Flesh Becomes Word: A Lexicography of the
Scapegoat or, the History of an Idea (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Everette Murray:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book Flesh Becomes Word: A Lexicography of the Scapegoat or, the History of an Idea



(Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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