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In the era of The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit -- when social pressures on men to conform threatened
cherished notions of masculine vitality, freedom, and authenticity -- modernist paintings came to be seen as
metaphorical embodiments of both idealized and highly conflicted conceptions of masculine selfhood. In
Modernism's Masculine Subjects, Marcia Brennan traces the formalist critical discourses in which work by
such artists as Henri Matisse, Willem de Kooning, and Jackson Pollock could stand as symbolic
representations that at once challenged and reproduced such prevailing cultural conceptions of masculinity.
Rejecting the typical view of formalism's exclusive engagement with essentialized and purified notions of
abstraction and its disengagement from issues of gender and embodiment, Brennan explores the ways in
which these categories were intertwined, historically and theoretically.Brennan makes new use of writings by
Clement Greenberg and other powerful critics describing the works of Matisse, the postwar New York
School abstract expressionists, and their successors, the post-painterly abstractionists. The paintings of
Matisse, she argues, were represented in part as intellectually engaged and culturally respectable centerfolds.
Brennan examines de Kooning's Woman series -- perhaps the most significant effort to incorporate feminine
presence within abstract expressionist imagery -- as extended cultural metaphors for bourgeois masculinity's
conflicted relationship with its feminine "others." She also shows how the aggressive energy of Pollock's
nonfigural painterly idiom became domesticated in the press by the repeated pairing of his work with images
of Pollock in the studio and at home with his wife, the artist Lee Krasner. Finally, discussing the rise of the
post-painterly abstractionists in the sixties, Brennan shows how, both despite and because of the critical
presence of Helen Frankenthaler, formalist responses to the works of Morris Louis and Kenneth Noland
provided an opportunity to promote idealized conceptions of masculine creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Pratt:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Modernism's Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York
School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction (MIT Press) had been making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Modernism's
Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction (MIT Press) is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book
Modernism's Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction (MIT
Press). You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Molly Marquis:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Modernism's
Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction (MIT Press) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Modernism's
Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction (MIT Press)is a single of
several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this
book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of
the world on this book.

Adam Mathews:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Modernism's Masculine Subjects:
Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction (MIT Press) book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still doubt Modernism's Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-
Painterly Abstraction (MIT Press) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one
reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Michael Velez:

Beside that Modernism's Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction
(MIT Press) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The



information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Modernism's Masculine Subjects:
Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction (MIT Press) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from
today!
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