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Provides an account of Islamic philosopher Suhrawardi’s revival of Neoplatonism.

"This is an original and provocative work in the area of Suhrawardian studies that challenges the existing
interpretations of Suhrawardi's concept of the history of philosophy and offers an alternative perspective." --
Mehdi Aminrazavi, author of Suhrawardi and the School of Illumination

The twelfth-century Persian philosopher Suhrawardi was the key figure in the transition of Islamic
philosophy from the neo-Aristotelianism of Avicenna to the mystically oriented Islamic philosophy of later
centuries. Suhrawardi's "Illuminationist" philosophy was a vigorous reassertion of Neoplatonism at a time
when Sufism was becoming a major presence in Islamic thought and society.

This book traces the intellectual background of Suhrawardi's thought and of the Greek roots of non-
Aristotelian philosophy in the Islamic world. Suhrawardi placed himself in an intellectual tradition that
sprang from the "Ancients," the philosophical and mystical tradition of Hermes Trismegistus and his
successors in both Greece and the Orient. The author argues that Suhrawardi typifies an approach to
philosophy characteristic of Neoplatonism, in which Pythagoras is the key pre-Socratic, Plato is the central
figure in the history of philosophy, Aristotle is respected but corrected by reference to Pythagoras and Plato,
and philosophy is ultimately an eclectic revelation known symbolically by different nations. Mystical
intuition is a key philosophical tool and symbolism is of particular importance.

The Leaven of the Ancients provides a translation of Suhrawardi's famous dream, in which Aristotle reveals
the epistemological foundations of Suhrawardi's Illuminationist system. The book also analyzes the role
played by Suhrawardi and his approach to philosophy in turning Islamic civilization away from physical
science toward a subtle mystical psychology, thus offering a new explanation for the decline of science in
Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) can be one
of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight
arrangement in writing The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY
series in Islam) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Clayton Bruce:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Leaven of the
Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Elizabeth Brown:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and the
Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY
series in Islam) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Ola Hellman:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and
the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi
and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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