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The first of its kind in English, this anthology presents translations of twenty-two popular plays published
between 1919 and 2000, accompanied by an introduction to the historical, cultural, and aesthetic evolution of
twentieth-century Chinese spoken drama. Primarily comprising works from the People's Republic of China,
though including representative plays from Hong Kong and Taiwan, this collection showcases more than the
revolutionary rethinking of Chinese theater and performance that began in the late Qing dynasty. It also
reflects the formation of Chinese national and gender identities during a period of tremendous social and
political change, as well as the genesis of contemporary attitudes toward the West.

Early twentieth-century Chinese drama embodies the uncertainty and anxiety brought on by modernism,
socialism, political conflict, and war. After 1949, the PRC theater paints a complex portrait of the rise of
Communism in China, with the ideals of Chinese socialism juxtaposed against the sacrifices made for a new
society. The Cultural Revolution promoted a "model theater" cultivated from the achievements of earlier,
leftist spoken drama, despite the fact that this theater arose from the destruction of old culture. Post-Mao
drama addresses the Chairman's legacy and the attempts of a wounded nation to reexamine its cultural roots.
Taiwan's spoken drama uniquely synthesizes regional and foreign traditions, and Hong Kong's spoken drama
sparkles as a hybrid of Chinese and Western influences. Immensely valuable for scholars of cross-
disciplinary, comparative, and performance study, this anthology offers essential perspective on the
theatricality and representation of political life.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

The book The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make looking at a book The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia)
to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a book The
Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Tony Reed:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) as your daily resource information.

Karen Morris:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Columbia
Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese
Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Liza Serrano:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Drama (Weatherhead Books on Asia) when you



essential it?
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