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Mutilated animals. Defaced tombstones. Sexual abuse in daycare centers. Is Americathreatened by a satanic
conspiracy? In this book, Robert D. Hicks exposes law enforcement's obsessive preoccupation with satanism
asamodel for criminal behavior. While satanic belief has played a part in crimes ranging from petty
vandalism to serial murders, Hicks avows that there is no substantial evidence for the existence of a
nationwide satanic crime continuum.

Hicks points out that the satanic criminal model is expedient largely due to its simplicity and economy,
reducing to simple formulas such complex problems as drug abuse, teen suicide, and sexual molestation. His
research utilizes a unique blend of law-enforcement methodology, anthropology, folklore, history, sociology,
psychology and psychiatry. He attributes the cult conspiracy theory to beliefs fueled by Christian
fundamentalist sects and to the ungovernable mechanisms of rumor-panics, subversive mythology, and urban
legend.

In Pursuit of Satan documents examples of rumor-panics in which the police have fomented fear by
attributing crimes to satanists, indulging in sheer speculation and promulgating misinformation through the
sensationalist news media. Hicks examines the construction of the satanic ideology among law enforcement
officials, focusing on the exploitation of satanism as a new scapegoat for public fears and addressing the
phenomenon of credulity among police forces and allied professionals in social work, psychiatry, and

psychology.
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From reader reviews:
LewisLin:

The book In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult to get your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if
you like open and read a e-book In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this book?

L awrence Elam:

Here thing why that In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult are different and reliable to be yours. First
of al examining abook is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delightful asfood or not. In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with In Pursuit of
Satan: The Police and the Occult. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficultiesin
bringing the published book maybe the form of In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult in e-book can
be your option.

Martha Robertson:

This In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult are reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The reason of this In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult can be among the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information
that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this In Pursuit of
Satan: The Police and the Occult forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

DoloresMika:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult why because
the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick



up this book.
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