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From police on the street, to the mayor of New Orleans and FEMA administrators, government officials
monumentally failed to protect the most vulnerable residents of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast during the
Katrina disaster. This violation of the social contract undermined the foundational narratives and myths of
the American nation and spawned a profound, often contentious public debate over the meaning of Katrina’s
devastation. A wide range of voices and images attempted to clarify what happened, name those responsible,
identify the victims, and decide what should be done. This debate took place in forums ranging from mass
media and the political arena to the arts and popular culture, as various narratives emerged and competed to
tell the story of Katrina.

Is This America? explores how Katrina has been constructed as a cultural trauma in print media, the arts and
popular culture, and television coverage. Using stories told by the New York Times, New Orleans Times-
Picayune, Time, Newsweek, NBC, and CNN, as well as the works of artists, writers, musicians, filmmakers,
and graphic designers, Ron Eyerman analyzes how these narratives publicly articulated collective pain and
loss. He demonstrates that, by exposing a foundational racial cleavage in American society, these
expressions of cultural trauma turned individual experiences of suffering during Katrina into a national
debate about the failure of the white majority in the United States to care about the black minority.
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From reader reviews:

Curt Roepke:

Here thing why this kind of Is This America?: Katrina as Cultural Trauma (Katrina Bookshelf) are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Is This America?: Katrina as Cultural Trauma (Katrina
Bookshelf) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no guide that similar with Is This America?: Katrina as Cultural Trauma (Katrina Bookshelf). It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of Is This America?: Katrina as Cultural Trauma (Katrina Bookshelf) in e-book can be your
alternative.

Dorothy Frazier:

The book with title Is This America?: Katrina as Cultural Trauma (Katrina Bookshelf) contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Eric Hempel:

Beside this Is This America?: Katrina as Cultural Trauma (Katrina Bookshelf) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Is This America?: Katrina as Cultural Trauma (Katrina Bookshelf)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Ali Ellison:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Is This America?: Katrina as Cultural Trauma
(Katrina Bookshelf) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have factor
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing



more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Is This America?:
Katrina as Cultural Trauma (Katrina Bookshelf).
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