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Americans were riveted to their television sets in 1957, when a violent mob barred black students from
entering Little Rock's Central High School and faced off against paratroopers sent by a reluctant President
Eisenhower. That set off a firestorm of protest throughout the nation and ultimately led to the Supreme
Court's landmark decision in Cooper v. Aaron, reaffirming Brown v. Board of Education's mandate for
school integration "with all deliberate speed" and underscoring the supremacy of federal and constitutional
authority over state law.

Noted scholar Tony Freyer, arguably our nation's top authority on this subject, now provides a concise, lucid,
and eminently teachable summary of that historic case and shows that it paved the way for later civil rights
victories. He chronicles how the Little Rock school board sought court approval to table integration efforts
and how the black community brought suit against the board's watered-down version of compliance. The
board's request was denied by a federal appeals court and taken to the Supreme Court, where the unanimous
ruling in Cooper reaffirmed federal law-but left in place the maddening ambiguities of "all deliberate speed."

While other accounts have focused on the showdown on the schoolhouse steps, Freyer takes readers into the
courts to reveal the centrality of black citizens' efforts to the origins and outcome of the crisis. He describes
the work of the Little Rock NAACP with its Legal Defense Fund led by Thurgood Marshall and Wiley
Branton in defining the issues and abandoning gradualism in favor of direct confrontation with the
segregationist South. He also includes the previously untold account of Justice William Brennan's surprising
influence upon Justice Felix Frankfurter's controversial concurring opinion, which preserved his own
"deliberate speed" wording from Brown.

With Cooper, the "well morticed high wall" of segregation had finally cracked. As the most important test of
Brown, which literally contained the means to thwart its own intent, it presaged the civil rights movement's
broader nonviolent mass action combining community mobilization and litigation to finally defeat Jim Crow.
It was not only a landmark decision, but also a turning point in America's civil rights struggle.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

The book Little Rock on Trial: Cooper v. Aaron and School Desegregation (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
Little Rock on Trial: Cooper v. Aaron and School Desegregation (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book Little Rock on Trial: Cooper v. Aaron and School Desegregation (Landmark Law Cases
and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

Nelson Wyatt:

Here thing why this kind of Little Rock on Trial: Cooper v. Aaron and School Desegregation (Landmark
Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Little Rock on Trial: Cooper v. Aaron and School Desegregation
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that
similar with Little Rock on Trial: Cooper v. Aaron and School Desegregation (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Little Rock on
Trial: Cooper v. Aaron and School Desegregation (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark
Law Cases & American Society) in e-book can be your alternate.

Scott Manuel:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. Little Rock on Trial: Cooper v. Aaron and School Desegregation (Landmark
Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can be your answer since it
can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.



Mary Gonzalez:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Little Rock on Trial:
Cooper v. Aaron and School Desegregation (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law
Cases & American Society) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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