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Taking advantage of critical methodology for history-writing and the use of anthropological insights and
ethnographic data from the modern Middle East, this study aims at providing new understandings on the
emergence of Israel in ancient Palestine and the socio-political dynamics at work in the Levant during
antiquity. The book begins with a discussion of matters of historiography and history-writing, both in ancient
and modern times, and an evaluation on the incidence of the modern theological discourse in relation to
history and history-writing. Chapter 2 evaluates the methodology used by biblical scholars for gaining
knowledge on ancient Israelite society. Pfoh argues that such attempts often apply socio-scientific models on
biblical narratives without external evidence of the reconstructed past, producing a virtual past reality which
cannot be confirmed concretely. Chapter 3 deals with the archaeological remains usually held as clear
evidence of Israelite statehood in the tenth century BCE. The main criticism is directed towards
archaeological interpretations of the data which are led by the biblical narratives of the books of Judges and
Samuel, resulting in a harmonic blend of ancient literature and modern anthropological models on state-
formation. Chapter 4 continues with the discussion on how anthropological models should be employed for
history-writing. Socio-political concepts, such as chiefdom society or state formation should not be imposed
on the contents of ancient literary sources (i.e., the Bible) but used instead to analyse our primary sources
(the archaeological and epigraphic records), in order to create a socio-historical account. The final chapter
attempts to provide an historical explanation regarding the emergence of Israel in ancient Palestine without
relying on the Bible but only on archaeology, epigraphy and anthropological insights. This Israel is not the
biblical one. This is the Israel from history, the one that the modern historian aims at recovering from the
study of ancient epigraphic and archaeological remains. The arguments presented challenge the idea that the
biblical writers were recording historical events as we understand this practice nowadays and that we can use
the biblical records for creating critical histories of Israel in ancient Palestine. It also questions the existence
of undisputable traces of statehood in the archaeological record from the Iron Age, as the biblical images
about a United Monarchy might lead us to believe. Thus, drawing on ethnographic insights, we may gain a
better knowledge on how ancient Levantine societies functioned, providing us with a context for
understanding the emergence of historical Israel as a major highland patronate, with a socio-political life of
almost two centuries. It is during the later periods of ancient Palestines history, the Persian and the Graeco-
Roman, that we find the proper context into which biblical Israel is created, beginning a literary life of more
than two millennia.
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From reader reviews:

George Gomez:

The publication untitled The Emergence of Israel in Ancient Palestine: Historical and Anthropological
Perspectives is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Emergence of Israel
in Ancient Palestine: Historical and Anthropological Perspectives from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Bertha Underwood:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Emergence of Israel in
Ancient Palestine: Historical and Anthropological Perspectives that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Emergence of
Israel in Ancient Palestine: Historical and Anthropological Perspectives become your own starter.

Stacie Logan:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Emergence of
Israel in Ancient Palestine: Historical and Anthropological Perspectives which is finding the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Joan Hanson:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Emergence of Israel in Ancient Palestine:
Historical and Anthropological Perspectives to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Emergence of Israel in
Ancient Palestine: Historical and Anthropological Perspectives can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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