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The Golden Ham, first published in 1956, recounts the career of entertainer and comedian Jackie Gleason
(1916-1987) from his beginnings in show-business to the mid-1950s when he was at the peak of his early
success with The Honeymooners.

From the book's dust jacket: In his foreword, author Jim Bishop says of Jackie Gleason that when the
comedian read the manuscript for the first time * he did not ask that anything be either omitted or altered.
And yet there were parts of this biography that made him wince.” For The Golden Ham is candid biography.
To it Mr. Bishop brought his painstaking interest in detail, his reporter’s curiosity, his layman’sinterest in
the world of the theater, and his detachment. And most important, he began and ended his job with Jackie
Gleason’ s guarantee that nothing Bishop wrote would be censored. The result is akind of theatrical
biography that is entirely new and, like Gleason himself, is made up of agreat deal of agreat many things.
As Bishop says: “There are several Jackie Gleasons. | know some of them. There is Gleason the comedian.
Millions know him, and he’ s a great talent. Then there is Gleason the producer and Gleason the writer. Some
people know these...Gleason the businessman-second-rate, but he thinks he’ s good at it — and then there is
Gleason the thinker (apt and fast) and Gleason the man (fat, out of shape, but light on his feet) and Gleason
the tenement-house kid from Brooklyn (nervy and not a bit surprised that he's on top) and Gleason the lover,
Gleason the musician, Gleason the moody, and Gleason the lonely, tormented soul.” Thisis a book about
Jackie Gleason. If you like him, it may make you like him more, or less, depending on the kind of person you
are. If you never liked him, it may change your mind alittle. If you never had any special attitude toward
Jackie Gleason, you will have one by the time you have finished this book.

Gleason, a 4-pack-a-day smoker, passed away at his home in Florida on June 24, 1987.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Taylor:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot
of new information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason, you are able to
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading areserve.

Jeremy Brown:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason giving you a
different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better
lifein this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Mildred Olsen:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personaly is The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason this guide
consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. Thiskind of book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The dialect stylesthat writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Eva Lynch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or aslooking at become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is



very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by book. A

substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The
Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason.
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