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“[Ron Rosenbaum] is one of the most original journalists and writers of our time.”
–David Remnick

In The Shakespeare Wars, Ron Rosenbaum gives readers an unforgettable way of rethinking the greatest
works of the human imagination. As he did in his groundbreaking Explaining Hitler, he shakes up much that
we thought we understood about a vital subject and renews our sense of excitement and urgency. He gives us
a Shakespeare book like no other. Rather than raking over worn-out fragments of biography, Rosenbaum
focuses on cutting-edge controversies about the true source of Shakespeare’s enchantment and
illumination–the astonishing language itself. How best to unlock the secrets of its spell?

With quicksilver wit and provocative insight, Rosenbaum takes readers into the midst of fierce battles among
the most brilliant Shakespearean scholars and directors over just how to delve deeper into the Shakespearean
experience–deeper into the mind of Shakespeare.

Was Shakespeare the one-draft wonder of Shakespeare in Love? Or was he rather–as an embattled faction of
textual scholars now argues–a different kind of writer entirely: a conscientious reviser of his greatest plays?
Must we then revise our way of reading, staging, and interpreting such works as Hamlet and King Lear?

Rosenbaum pursues key partisans in these debates from the high tables of Oxford to a Krispy Kreme
doughnut shop in a strip mall in the Deep South. He makes ostensibly arcane textual scholarship intensely
seductive–and sometimes even explicitly sexual. At an academic “Pleasure Seminar” in Bermuda, for
instance, he examines one scholar’s quest to find an orgasm in Romeo and Juliet. Rosenbaum shows us great
directors as Shakespearean scholars in their own right: We hear Peter Brook–perhaps the most influential
Shakespearean director of the past century–disclose his quest for a “secret play” hidden within the Bard’s
comedies and dramas. We listen to Sir Peter Hall, founder of the Royal Shakespeare Company, as he
launches into an impassioned, table-pounding fury while discussing how the means of unleashing the full
intensity of Shakespeare’s language has been lost–and how to restore it. Rosenbaum’s hilarious inside
account of “the Great Shakespeare ‘Funeral Elegy’ Fiasco,” a man-versus-computer clash, illustrates the
iconic struggle to define what is and isn’t “Shakespearean.” And he demonstrates the way Shakespearean
scholars such as Harold Bloom can become great Shakespearean characters in their own right.

The Shakespeare Wars offers a thrilling opportunity to engage with Shakespeare’s work at its deepest levels.
Like Explaining Hitler, this book is destined to revolutionize the way we think about one of the
overwhelming obsessions of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Wilson:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes,
Palace Coups. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important a new book The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Jennie Groth:

This The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars,
Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public
Fiascoes, Palace Coups can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Shakespeare Wars:
Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Emily Sandlin:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing
Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one
book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We
need to have The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups.

Robert Mangino:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This guide The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes,
Palace Coups was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know



how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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