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After the collapse of communism, some thirty countries scrambled to craft democratic constitutions.
Surprisingly, the constitutional model they most often chose was neither the pure parliamentary model found
in most of Western Europe at the time, nor the presidential model of the Americas. Rather, it was semi-
presidentialism--a rare model known more generally as the "French type." This constitutional model melded
elements of pure presidentialism with those of pure parliamentarism. Specifically, semi-presidentialism
combined a popularly elected head of state with a head of government responsible to a legislature.

Borrowing Constitutional Designs questions the hasty adoption of semi-presidentialism by new democracies.
Drawing on rich case studies of two of the most important countries for European politics in the twentieth
century--Weimar Germany and the French Fifth Republic--Cindy Skach offers the first theoretically focused,
and historically grounded, analysis of semi-presidentialism and democracy. She demonstrates that
constitutional choice matters, because under certain conditions, semi-presidentialism structures incentives
that make democratic consolidation difficult or that actually contribute to democratic collapse. She offers a
new theory of constitutional design, integrating insights from law and the social sciences. In doing so, Skach
challenges both democratic theory and democratic practice. This book will be welcomed not only by scholars
and practitioners of constitutional law but also by those in fields such as comparative politics, European
politics and history, and international and public affairs.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Borrowing
Constitutional Designs: Constitutional Law in Weimar Germany and the French Fifth Republic.

Cathy Thomas:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Borrowing Constitutional Designs: Constitutional Law in Weimar
Germany and the French Fifth Republic why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Leona Tidwell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Borrowing Constitutional Designs:
Constitutional Law in Weimar Germany and the French Fifth Republic which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Charles Collier:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By the book Borrowing Constitutional Designs: Constitutional Law in Weimar Germany and the
French Fifth Republic we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being
creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this book Borrowing Constitutional Designs: Constitutional Law in
Weimar Germany and the French Fifth Republic. You can more attractive than now.
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