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Russian American artist Peter Blume was one of the earliest practitioners of surrealist painting in the United
States, and his elaborately detailed and dreamlike compositions helped define American Modernist art.
Blume worked out the themes of his ambitious large-scale paintings through dozens of drafts in different
media, slowly developing layers of allegory and imagery that dramatized the creative process, cultural
memory, urban expansion, destruction, rebirth, and political power. Showcasing over a hundred paintings
and drawings, as well as sketches, sculpture, and ephemera from all periods of his six-decade career, Peter
Blume: Nature and Metamorphosis provides unprecedented insight into the artist's process, his relationship
to Surrealism, and his profound visions of twentieth-century social and spiritual upheaval.

This comprehensive volume draws on a selection of previously unpublished interviews with Blume and
selected examples of the artist's writings, and reflects previously unknown aspects of Blume's work,
including a poster design made during World War II, a major painting not seen in public since 1961, and
extensive photographs and drawings from his archives. Essays by Samantha Baskind, Sergio Cortesini,
Robert Cowley, David McCarthy, Sarah Vure, and Robert Cozzolino delve into topics such as Blume's
relationship with an international community of artists and writers and their work, his engagement with
politics in the 1930s and 1940s, his vital role in the evolution of Surrealism in America, the relationship
between automatic drawing and precise painting in his own practice, and the influence of his Jewish heritage
on his work. The first retrospective of this influential artist in several decades, Peter Blume: Nature and
Metamorphosis brings the artist's significance within the history of American art into sharp focus.

Contributors: Samantha Baskind, Sergio Cortesini, Robert Cowley, Robert Cozzolino, David McCarthy,
Sarah Vure.
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From reader reviews:

Martin McDaniel:

This Peter Blume: Nature and Metamorphosis book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Peter Blume: Nature and Metamorphosis without we recognize teach the one who looking at it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Peter Blume: Nature and
Metamorphosis can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Peter Blume: Nature and
Metamorphosis having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Sarah Brumfield:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Peter Blume: Nature and Metamorphosis as your
daily resource information.

Thanh Johnson:

Exactly why? Because this Peter Blume: Nature and Metamorphosis is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Micah Clark:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. Peter Blume: Nature and Metamorphosis can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.
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