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A brilliant and revealing biography of the two most important Americans during the Cold War
era—written by the grandson of one of them

Only two Americans held positions of great influence throughout the Cold War; ironically, they were the
chief advocates for the opposing strategies for winning—and surviving—that harrowing conflict. Both men
came to power during World War II, reached their professional peaks during the Cold War's most frightening
moments, and fought epic political battles that spanned decades. Yet despite their very different views, Paul
Nitze and George Kennan dined together, attended the weddings of each other's children, and remained good
friends all their lives.

In this masterly double biography, Nicholas Thompson brings Nitze and Kennan to vivid life. Nitze—the
hawk—was a consummate insider who believed that the best way to avoid a nuclear clash was to prepare to
win one. More than any other American, he was responsible for the arms race. Kennan—the dove—was a
diplomat turned academic whose famous "X article" persuasively argued that we should contain the Soviet
Union while waiting for it to collapse from within. For forty years, he exercised more influence on foreign
affairs than any other private citizen.

As he weaves a fascinating narrative that follows these two rivals and friends from the beginning of the Cold
War to its end, Thompson accomplishes something remarkable: he tells the story of our nation during the
most dangerous half century in history.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Cruce:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Hawk and the Dove:
Paul Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Robert Robertson:

Often the book The Hawk and the Dove: Paul Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Hawk and the Dove:
Paul Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

David Manning:

Why? Because this The Hawk and the Dove: Paul Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Alexandra Dickey:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Hawk and the Dove: Paul
Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Hawk and the
Dove: Paul Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War become your current starter.
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